Proposed ICF ISO Standards

The move toward a single professional credential that meets ISO standards, along with additional specialty credentials/distinctions will place the ICF on the path to creating a credentialing program that:
· Has a clear purpose for all offered credentials;
· Supports and advances the ICF brand throughout the world;
· Establishes and administers minimum standards for credentialing professional coaches;
· Assures the public that participating coaches meet or exceed established standards;
· Simplifies our messages to the public about credentialing;
· Makes use of legally defensible assessment processes that accurately measure competence thereby instilling confidence in the public regarding the skills of credential holders; and
· Clearly differentiates coaching as a profession that is distinct from other professions and that has processes in place that guide and regulate practitioners.

The creation of such a credential is invaluable.
What will change? What are the requirements for this new credential? 

Again, the discussions are still ongoing as far as specifics of the requirements are concerned. The current thinking includes:


- 180 hours of coach-specific training;
- 500 hours of coach experience obtained AFTER completing at least 60 hours of training;
- 20 hours of mentor coaching;
- Successful passing of an oral examination; and
- Successful passing of a written exam administered in a proctected environment.
The launch of the new credential is forecasted for the beginning of 2011.
